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x", We have much pleasure in presenting our readers , even colonial ban 9 in the constitution of a common guid- 


with : ance for the Jews of the British empire. All previous Chief 
A SUPPLEMENT GRATIS, Rabbis in this country, have been appointed and supported by 


in honour of the Installation of the Rev. The Chief Rabbi. We | 7 Single congregation exclusively; the occasional fees for’ 
have also to express our acknowledgments to the various gen- service beyond those limits were merely incidental, and always 
tlemen officially connected with the ceremony, for the oppor- precarious. So far as authority was concerned, there existed 


‘tunity of furnishing so exact a record of its interesting details. no compact nor any obligation to recognize it, whether by 
reference for guidance, or by submission to what might be en- 


INSTALLATION OF DR N ATHAN MARCUS ADLER, joined ; and although religious consistency obliged many commu- 
as Curer Rapri or tHe Unirep SYNAGOGUES OF nities to appeal to the only Chief Rabbi within reach, yet the 
Great Britain. course prescribed was too often halting and vacillating from 


This important ceremony, on which the public mind has the consciousness of weakness ; and the purpose in view was 
been fixed for so long a period, was solemnized on the after- too Peqnenty defeated ; sometimes, by a factious spirit, which — 
noon of Wednesday, 4th of Tammuz, 5605, 9th July, 1845. oon only brook interference as the step to victory; at 
It was felt in all quarters, that this important step, which was 2 qi0° by misdirected piety, which could contemplate the 
to range the uniting synagogues of the British dominions, for eradication of real evils only in the uncontrolled right “ to 
the first time in their history, under the same spiritual direc- reform” ad libitum; and often, by a mistrust of party influ- 
tion, would constitute an event pregnant with consequences to aoe Hew from behind the seat of judgment, Our newly 
the religious welfare of Israel at large, and therefore also, an | © ected Chief Rabbi assumes the reins under circumstances 
object of no inconsiderable interest to our Christian neighbours, widely different ; he has no merely local or special interest to en- 
There are many proofs of this to which we may revert here- gross his attentions, or to divert his sympathies ; he is constituted 
after; our iaidiake duty is to record the worthy manner in by all the uniting congregations, equally; first, by direct elec- 
which the solemnity of this installation was provided for and tion, and now, by solemn installation; and it depends only upon 


carried o ; {oe . himself to consolidate his power, to maintain his due indepen- 
sary Mt, Bnd, 2F this 9 few preliminary mementos are neces dence, and to lead not only the communities immediately en- 


trusted to him, but many others for whose spiritual welfare it 
behoves true Jews to be solicitous, in the knowledge of God, 
and in devotion to His service, with sincerity and truth. May 
grace be vouchsafed him for a trust so sacred, strength for a 
trust sc arduous, wisdom and understanding to render Israel 
once again an ensign among the nations ! 


It will be remembered, that our late revered pastor, Rabbi 
Solomon Hirschel, 4’y’7, after filling the office for forty 
years, was gathered to his fathers with honor, in a ripe old x 
(vide his lography, &e., Voice of Jacob, vol. ii. p. 58.) The 
last offices ha scarcely yet been paid to his remains, when we 
felt it our duty to appeal, far and wide, for the immediate ap- 
pointment of a successor to the rabbinical chair; one who THE SYNAGOGUE. 
should be an eminent, pious, and energetic Chief, equal to the From an early hour in the morning of Wednesday, 9th July, 
requirements of the times. The laxity and the misrule which | the neighbourhood of the Great Synagogue presented the 
had unhappily characterized the latter years of an administra- | usual indicetions of an impending solemnity ; the city authorities 
tion devolving upon an old man verging on 80, and the awful | had during the preceding esas | put up barriers to its ap- 
*xtent to which indifference had supplanted religious feeling | proaches, excluding all vehicles but those which contained 
in Our various communities, had rendered men not merely in- | parties tie to be present; and immediately after noon, 
disposed to another appointment, but even, up to that period, | an efficient body of police were marshalled to the spot to kee 
avowedly hostile to it. There were therefore many difficulties | off the crowd, and otherwise to preserve order; a duty which 
‘oO overcome, much of unfounded jealousy to reason away, in | they most efficiently performed. Some enterprising inhabitants 
order to combine not merely metropolitan, but provincial, and | of the square had erected scaffolds, commanding a view of 
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from the Jews’ Infant School; the Free Schools, boysand girls ; 
the Talmud Torah School; the Jews’ Hospital School ; and the 
Orphan Asylum; all marshalled under their appropriate banners 
by their respective teachers, each child with a bouquet of 
flowers. Their appearance was very interesting, and satisfac- 
tory to their patrons and friends. In the vestry, we found 
assembled the wardens of the metropolitan synagogues, the 
delegates of the constituent synagogues, including many from 
the provinces; the members of the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, the Dayanim, in a newly adopted and very becoming 
clerical costume, and several other gentlemen. Before five 
o'clock a deputation, which had been despatched to bring the 
Chief Rabbi to the synagogue, returned with him to the prin- 
cipal entrance. On alighting from the carriage, he was re- 
ceived by Mr. S. H. Ellis, acting president of the congregation ; 
the Dayanim; Mr. Aaron Joseph, Warden; Messrs. Lewis 
Jacobs, Samuel Moses, and other of the synagogue authorities. 
These escorted him to the vestry room, to a seat at its upper 
end, and then commenced the ceremony of introducing the 
various Official gentlemen assembled there to meet him. 

The following were the Delegates presented :—Metropolitan 
Synagogues, Baron Lionel de Rothschild, and Isaac Cohen, 
Louis Cohen, Sol. Cohen, Aaron Goldsmid, Hyam Hyams, 
Abm. Levy, Lawrence Levy, Louis Lucas, Joseph Phillips, 
David Salomons, M. M. Saiomons, John Salmon, Aron Solomons, 
Sampson Samuel, and B. Van Oven, Esqrs.—Provincial Syna- 
Bogues (Seel St.) D. J. Jackson; (Hardman St.) 

h oseph; Birmingham, P. Phillips; Bristol, — Alexander ; 
Plymouth, Abm. Joseph; Edinburgh, P. Levy; Falmouth and 
Penzance, H. Harris; Brighton, A. Woolf; Southampton, 
J. Solomons; Cheltenham, Jacob Davis; Ipswich, M. Samuel ; 
Chatham, — Isaacs, Esqrs. : 

The following Members of the Board of Deputies, not being 
Delegates, were also presented :—Sir Moses Montefiore, F. R. S., 
President ; Baron Anthony de Rothschild ; and Israel Barned, 
Jos. L. Brandon, H. H. Cohen, Sol. Cohen, H. De Castro, 
Isaac Foligno, J. H. Helbert, Jonas Levy, Lawrence Myers, 
Emanuel Lousada, S. K. Salaman, Denis M. Samuel, and Simon 
Samuel, Esqrs. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind our readers, that the Rev. 
Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler was lately Chief Rabbi of his native 
country, Hanover; for his wr hg, and the circumstances 
which accompanied his election, have been already detailed 
at considerable length in the earlier numbers of this year’s 
volume of The Voice of Jacob. The introductions concluded, 
Mr. Ellis, taking his place at the head of the synagogue delegates, 
read the following address, elegantly engrossed on parchment. 


To the Rev. Dr. Nathan Marcus. Adler, Chief Rabli of the 
United Congregutions of Jews, of the British Empire. 
REVEREND AND Hownorep Sir, 

Permit us, the Delegates of the several united Congregations 
of the Jews of this Empire, on the part of all those who have 
invited you to preside over them, and to become their spiritual 
director and guide, to offer to you our cordial congratulation on 

our safe arrival amongst us, and on the commencement of your 
important duties. | 
our high reputation for learning and piety—your constant 
and successful exertions for the advancement of sound and 
religious education—the discretion and kindliness which you 
have hitherto manifested in the exercise of your sacred func- 
tions, duce us to felicitate ourselves in having selected so 
worthy a successor to the late lamented Rey. Solomon Hirschel, 
who for so many years presided over our community. 

We fervently pray to the Almighty, that the spiritual welfare 
of ourselyes and of our children, may be greatly promoted b 
your pious ministration; and we hope and trust that you will 
never have occasion to regret the happy home and affectionate 
congregation you have quitted: but will find in an enlarged 
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the Rabbi, and the rest of the arrivals; and one, immediately 
opposite the windows of the vestry, created some amusement 
by displaying, in very large letters, the inscription of ‘“‘ Welcome 
Dr.,Adler.”” At about half past four, the congregation began 
to arrive. Immediately within the gates were ranged selections 


sphere of usefulness a greater scope for exertio 
of our religion, and the service of our God. 

With sincerity of heart, we wish you all ha 
which will ever be to us an indispensable 
of the highest gratification. 

The foregoing address was read with much fee} 
its conclusion, the Rev. Dr. read the following reply 
and impressive enunciation. 


HonorepD PRESIDENTS AND GENTLEMEN, 

Being a very short time in this country, I hope 
excuse that I take the liberty to read my answer, 

With great attention I have listened to the kind EXPressions 
with which you have been pleased to address me; and | }¢ ‘ 
offer you my heartfelt thanks for your congratulations and : ; 
wishes on my appointment. xy 

Although I have left a congregation who have known me froy 
my youth, who have ever been sincerely attached to mo who 
have evinced their affection towards me; and I have undertaker, 
an office to which so much responsibility appertains, and oy, 
which the spiritual welfare of so many thousands depends and 
have become the successor of a man who will ever be mentioned 
in Israel with unceasing awe and reverence—a matter of jy, 
trifling importance to me—yet, I hope that you will meet me 
with indulgence, support me with your strength and power 
that your expectations are not too great, and that you prefer an 
improvement progressing by degrees to a sudden one, 

May the Almighty bless my endeavour with success, for the 
everlasting good of yourselves and your children. 


n, for the honor 


duty, and a 80uree 


ing, 
» With clea, 


you wil] 


Refreshments were provided in the adjoining room, and 
meanwhile, the assembly gathered into small knots, and can. 
vassed the decidedly favorable impression which the personnel 
of the Chief Rabbi had produced. He is not above the middle 
stature, but his bearing is self-possessed, and well calculated 
to poe respect. His garb is that of a German ecclesiastic, 
and his head covering a species of my made of black velvet. 
having somewhat the shape of a Scotch bonnet. 


Tue SERVICE. 
The period having now arrived for escorting the Chief Rabbi 
into the synagogue, all who were not to bear part in the ag 
cession took their appointed seats. ‘The coup d’ceil was indeed 


| splendid; the building was crowded in every part, including 


large number of extra seats constructed for the occasion; the whole 
congregation being attired as for a solemn festival. Before the 
ark were suspended the embroidered white damask curtains used 
on the most sacred occasions, and all the candelabras were 
ornamented with choice flowers, arranged with excellent taste. 
The Ladies’ galleries were also crowded with the rank and 
beauty of the metropolitan synagogues; and not only the metro- 
politan, for visiters of both sexes had come from distant con- 
gregations in order to be present at this imposing solemnity." 
Very few non-Israelites were present, and those from special 
circumstances; indeed, notwithstanding the gossip bandied 
about on the subject, the attendance of strangers, however illus- 
trious, was neither desired nor desirable at a ceremony so el 


-nently Jewish; especially when the wardens were compelled to 


he community, 


refuse tickets to highly respectable members of the cor 
charities for at 


who would have given large donations to the 
opportunity of admission. 

At the reading desk, besides the Rev. 
Myers and Pyke, his assistants, stood the following rev. pent cf 
men; the three Dayanim, Mr. Barnett, Reader of the Cros?) 


* This is the place to correct an error of our French contempor?” 
“ L’ Univers Israélite,”” who, catching up among other idle ea! Nah 
London press, a statement that representatives from the conte’ 
to be invited, makes an eminently French allusion to the omission © 4 
courtesy towards the members of the Consistoire. He sqrt! has 
marks, that perhaps they are left out because “ the right of vis ch sus 
been abolished, or else, perhaps, because we feared to wound F vod ts and 
ceptibilities by desiring their presence at a banquet, where ie vid or the 
sentiments might have confounded Wellington with King 
Battle of Waterloo with the capture of Jericho. We pray aa no invita- 
witty contemporary to believe, that there has been no slight, for ™ |. 
tions were sent out of England, and that, both as Jews and as Be 


we hope long to maintain the entente cordiale. 


Mr. Asher, and Messrs 
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Square Synagogue, Mr. Henry, of the Western Synagogue, | hands. May his rule be established in kindness; may he reap a 


Mr. De Sola, of the Bevis Marks Synagogue, the Reader of the 
Maiden Lane Synagogue, and the temporary Reader of the Fen- 
church Street Synagogue. There was also a provincial minister 
at the desk, the Rey. D. M. Isaacs, lecturer to the Liverpool (Seel 
Street) Synagogue. The Rev. Messrs. Meldola & Haliva, Da- 
yanim of the Sephardim, and Dr. Raphall, of Birmingham, were 
in the body of the synagogue. 

At a given signal, the principal reader (Rev. S. Asher) and the 
double choir, ejaculated the usual greeting, ‘‘ Blessed be he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord, &c.” (see the form of service 
below,) during which the chief Rabbi entered the synagogue, 
and was escorted to his appointed seat at the side of the Ark. 
He was preceded by Sir Moses Montefiore, deputed to open the 
Ark and deposit the sacred scroll or Sepher which the Chief Rabbi 
carried; then came several little boys, sons of the wardens, all 
dressed alike and having blue silk scarfs over their shoulders, 
carrying baskets of flowers which they strewed in the path. 
Over the head of the Rabbi, four youths of the same families, 
similarly attired, carried an elegant canopy of blue satin damask 
and silver, (intended we presume, from its colours, to serve here- 
after as the Ahuppa or wedding canopy of the congregation.) 
The Chief Rabbi himself bore a beautiful little Sepher, the 
velvet covering richly embroidered in gold, and with tasteful 


silver bells, &c. all presented to the synagogue in honor of the 


occasion, and in memory of his late father, by H. H. Cohen, Esq. 
The Rabbi was supported on each side by the wardens and other 
honorary officers. 


The following are the passages recited, as above alluded to. 


On the entrance of the Chief Rabbi the Reader and Choir 
chanted. 


“Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord! We 
bless you out of the house of the Lord. 
During the time that the Chief Rabbi was being conducted to his 
seat, the following verses were chanted. 


“Who shall ascend the mount of the Lord? and who can stand 
in the place of his sanctuary? He that hath clean hands and a 
pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor hath 
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the 


generation of them that seek Him, that seek Thy face, O Jacob. 
Selah.” 


While the Scrolls of the Law were being taken to the desk, the 
following verses were chanted. 


“Thine, O Lord, is greatness, power, glory, triumph, and 
majesty ; yea, all that is in heaven and in earth is Thine: Thine 
the sovereignty, O Lord! who art exalted supreme above all. 
Exalt ye the Lord, our God, and bow down at his footstool, for 
He is holy. Exalt ye the Lord, our God, and worship towards His 
holy mount, for the Lord our God is holy.” 


The following Benediction and Prayer were then pronounced. 


“May He who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, Moses and Aaron, David and Solomon, bless the Rev. Rabbi 


Nathan Marcus, the son of the Rabbi Marcus Adler (j737), Chief | 
Rabbi of the united holy congregations of Jews of Great Britain. 


May the Lord God be with him, and grant to him prosperity, and 
that he may be to us a source of honor and praise; may he behold 
the coming of the Redeemer speedily in our days. Amen.” 

“Creator of all! To whom all praise appertaineth. How pro- 
found are thy thoughts! They are more than can be numbered! 
How precious is thy kindness! Thou lovest them that love Thee, 
Thou honorest them that honor Thee. Thou bestowest favour 
and good understanding upon the humble, so that they may lead 
Jacob th people, and Israel thine inheritance; an shew the 
people of the Lord the way wherein they should walk, and the 
work that they should do; and that their precepts may guide them 

h in their going out and in their coming in. _ 

“And now we are assembled to praise and glorify thy holy name, 
for the great goodness and mercy which thou hast vouchsafed to 
us, who dwell in this kingdom, in voviding for us a faithful pastor 
after thine own heart, to tend thy holy flock. 

“How honored is this day ! for our eyes behold him whom thou 
hast chosen, in whom are centered the hopes and desires of Israel, 
our venerated Chief Rabbi, and to whom the Lord hath imparted 
His spirit, and in whose heart He hath implanted wisdom and 
understanding to know that which Israel ought to do. 

“O Lord God! strengthen and encourage him to lead thy people 
with righteousness and e uity, that he may exhort them in the 
integrity of his heart, ail guide them by the skilfulness of his 


good reward for his labor; may he see the days of his offspring 
rolonged; may honor and happiness attend them, so that all who 


behold them may perceive that they are the descendants of the 
blessed of the Lord.” 


“We beseech Thee, O Lord, hearken unto our prayer and sup- 
plication which we offer up unto Thee this day. Unite our hearts 
and the hearts of our children in love and reverence of Thy name. 
Implant peace, affection, and brotherhood amongst us, that we may 
with one accord serve Thee in truth and with a perfect heart, as 
we shall be tanght by the priest who now ministers before Thee in 
thy sanctuary. In his days and in ours, may Judah be saved and 
Israel dwell in safety. Amen.’’ 

_ The usual afternoon service was now read by Mr. Asher in an 
impressive manner, the choir making the responses. ‘That 
finished, the senior Baron Rothschild ascended the steps of the 
ark, and took out three of the sacred scrolls, which were carried 
by the Rev. Reader and the other two wardens to the readin 
desk ; an offering was made, on behalf of the assembly, of £300 
to the charities, on the occasion of the installation. The 
Rev. Reader then pronounced the inaugural prayer in a very 
solemn and emphatic tone, and immediately after, the Chief 
Rabbi was formally escorted to the desk in order to deliver his 
inaugural sermon. 

Tne Sermon. 

As we announced before, this was given in the German lan- 
guage, and it was truly an eloquent exhortation, The Rev. 
Chief Rabbi has, since its delivery, been formally applied to for 
a copy, and although it was to a certain extent delivered extem- 
poraneously, he has consented to write it out from his notes, in 
order that it may be translated and printed. Our readers will 
then have a better opportunity of doing justice to it, than our 
brief notes afford. 

It was preceeded by an invocation of God's blessing, pro- 
nounced in Hebrew, imploring grace to lead his flock aright, 
and for assistance to supply his deficiencies. He likewise 
prayed that the spirit of love and understanding might pervade 
the hearts of his hearers, so that they might receive his instructions 
in the right spirit, and profit by them. The text chosen was, 
ernne to the Anglican version, Zech. ii. 7. and thus rendered 
there ;— 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou 
wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also 


keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that 
stand by. 


He made a feeling allusion to the change that had occurred 
in his position within ten short days, for now he stood among 
strangers, compelled to address them in a strange language. 
He spoke of the importance of his new vocation, conscious 
that he was in the midst of many eminent persons of both 
sexes, upon whom the attention of Israel is fixed. His charge 
was indeed no light one, for before him stood but a section of 
his flock, there were yet many thousands far distant in the 
ordinary sense, but still near to his heart on that day, for whose 
guidance he was alike responsible; but he put his trust in God, 
who knew the purity of his intentions, and who had been with 
him from siath upwards; remembering always the gracious 
promise made to his order :—*‘ They shall put my name on the 
children of Israel, and 1 will bless them.” He was thus en- 
couraged to cast his bread upon the waters, in the confidence 
that it would not be lost. The text spoke of walking in the 
ways ofGod. Where are His ways to be learned? In the book 
of Nature, in the book of History, and in the book of the Holy 
Law; all three requiring to be studied, in order to know God and 
His ways. He dared to aspire that he might walk in the ways of 
God, and in answer to the appeal, ‘‘ Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us,” he would exclaim ‘‘ Here am I, send me.” He 
restricted his answer to the words, *‘ Send me,” and did not 
say ‘I will go before them;” for he was anxious that they might 
surpass him. He compared the duties of his new position 
to those of the Priest of old, and hoped that he too might have 
auxiliary Levites, standing about him to assist in his labours. 
He knew that these duties were not only to distinguish between 
good and evil, between clean and unclean, but also to sympa- 
thize in the sorrows as weil as in the joys of his flock, to 
minister at the departure from life,:as well as at the entrance 


| into it. He applied the language of his text to those who stood 
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about; some desiring to move too quickly, others to stand | dited Rabbi has now been solemnly invested with the cha 


entirely still; the Priest’s appointment was the middle course, 
between the two extremes. He was to be a watchman of the 
Law, to keep His charge, to be the counsellor of the congrega- 
tion in religious affairs; and as he had the will, so he prayed 
for the power to fulfil that high office. Another duty was, to 
keep the sacred light aad and to take care that it should 
not be extinguished. Such also was his office, to see that the 
sacred light of religion should be kept burning in the bosoms of 
his flock, and duly kindled in their children’s hearts. Educa- 
tion was the means by which this might be accomplished ; 
education in the books of nature, of history, and of the Law. The 
wisest of men had become so, by studying from the cedar 
down to the hyssop. Again, for the history of the world, it 
was not necessary to neglect that of our own people; and those 
who taught their children languages, need not be unmindful of 
the superior claims of the sacred tongue. Duly to direct the 
education of his flock, should be his special care; he knew the 
magnitude of the labour, but he put his confidence in Him 
who had said, ‘* Not by might, and not by strength, but by my 
spirit.” Another duty was to superintend the synagogues, the 
courts of the Lord; and his office should be to give all a a 
direction, knowing no distinction between classes and grades 
among his flock; for all who come up to the House of God 
are alike in His eyes. Finally, he hoped to gain access to the 
hearts of those who stood by “ ommiyn pa 
that they might meet him with love, and support him with 
confidence. After an appropriate peroration, he offered up a 
concluding prayer in the English language. 

In this, he invoked a blessing upon the Queen and the Royal 
Family, upon Her Majesty’s councils, upon the members of the 
legislature, (with a special reference to the removal of ancient 
barriers between citizen and citizen,) and upon the nation at 
large, our brethren and fellow subjects. He also implored a 
blessing for his immediate flock, and for their religious and 
charitable institutions. | 

He was listened to with profound interest, for even those 
who were ignorant of the German language, could scarcely 
fail to be favorably impressed with his qualifications for oratory, 
and with the earnest manner of his delivery. His voice is 
sonorous and flexible, and all believe that we have at least an 
eloquent preacher ; and in that fact, as well as in the excellent 
spirit which breathes through this inaugural discourse, the 
congregation found a cheering promise for the rest. 

The order of the acon. Fi reflects much credit on the 
President and managing committee, including as we believe, 
Messrs. L. Jacobs and S. Moses, as well as the wardens; they 
were well assisted by several junior members of the congrega- 
tion, who acted as stewards, bearing wands and rosettes. Mr. 
Oppenheim, as secretary, had also very arduous duties to per- 
form, and acquitted himself with zeal and discretion. We 
never remember to have been before in a crowded building, so 
well ventilated; the extra provisions made for this necessary 
purpose answered admirably. It is scarcely within our province 
to criticise the music composed for the occasion, but it gives 
us pleasure to record the opinion of more competent pA 
that the compositions reflect the highest credit upon the authors, 
Mr. Mombach, of the Duke Street Synagogue, and Mr. Moss, 
of the Crosby Square Synagogue. The temporary orchestra con- 
tained also a seraphine, an agreeable and useful accompaniment 
pr the choruses, which were now and then given with thrilling 
effect. 

At the conclusion of the sermon, Psalms xv., cxi., and cxii., 
were chanted, followed by the usual prayer for Her Majesty 
and the Royal Family; and by Psalm xxix., while the sacred 
scrolls were being returned to the ark. Then came the usual 
Evening service, ending with a full Hallelujah chorus by the 
choir. The congregation dispersed at about eight o'clock, 
deeply impressed by the solemnity of the day, and glad at 
heart for the future prospects of our religious welfare. 


And now a few words in conclusion, by way of congratulation 
to those who have striven long and earnestly for “‘ this day of 
our hopes,” We rejoice with them as a fellow-labourer, how- 
ever humble may have been our share in the work, on the 


attainment of this great object of their endeavours. An accre- 


| 


our religious affairs ;—may his ministration be b] 
and their children after them, and may the h 
which have marked this solemnity and its associ 
firmed and strengthened to their own lasting honour, and h 

Glory of the God of Israel! We well nigh feel that ou, me 
task is now done; for although some four years ago we at 
by way of apology for our obtrusion, the maxim PRY Drsns 
“now, (‘‘In case no men be found, strive thou to oy 
man.”’) we can plead thus no longer. Attentive readers Sines 
be unprepared for this repetition of our desire—now that the 
Voice of Jacob is well established, and the demand for such 
periodical has rendered it a necessity—to get it taken charge of b 

those whose office the superintendence of a Jewish organ woul 
more fitly be, and who might, in all other respects, command 
more competency for its requirements. We scarcely think an 

will deem us capable of deserting the post which, in the hour 
of danger, we presumed to occupy; but we shall have more to 
say on that subject somewhat later; meanwhile, we have been 
reading the addresses and explanations in our Ist, 2nd, 10th 
16th, 18th, 23rd, & 55th numbers; and while we feel our heart 
throb with the same sentiments that animated it at the begin- 
ning of our public labours, we are unable to find recorded 4 
single pledge unfulfilled. We invite friends, jealous for oy; 
credit, or others, if such there be, seeking profit by assailing it, 
to come forward, while the means of explanation and defence 
are still in our hands, and testify, in the language quoted in our 
last Haftorah meditation,— 

“Whose vocation we have unlawfully assumed ?—whom have 
we injured ?—what have we betrayed ?—of whom have we ac. 
cepted a bribe ?—and what duty have.we neglected to perform ?— 
so that it may be told us, and we may make reparation.” 

Among our dearly cherished objects yet unaccomplished, 
are two more immediately associated with this appointment. 
The one is the adhesion of the Bevis Marks community, the 
other the restoration of that in Burton Street. We will seek 
an early opportunity to shew that the first, deferred only by a 
misconception, is likely ere long to be secured; and that the 
second was never so likely as at this moment; meanwhile, it 
were devoutly to be wished, that the peace-loving and moderate 
members of that community would be as prone to speak out on 
their own behalf, as are their more restiff associates to compro- 
mise them. 


THE JEWS IN BOKHARA. (By a Native) 


There are about one thousand Jewish families in the capital of 
this country, which is also called Bokhara. These are computed 
at scarcely less than 8000 souls. ‘The tradition among them 1s, 
that their ancestors emigrated thither some 300 years since, 
from a place called Kazbin, subject to Persia. They are by no 
means happily circumstanced, caer or politically, although 
perhaps scarcely worse off than their brethren in other countries 
under the Moslem rule. They may not ride on horseback 
within the city, nor wear silk clothing, and they are in various 
ways subject to the petty annoyances which an ignorant and 
bigoted population know so well how to inflict on those who differ 
from them, either in opinion or appearance. Disputes among 
themselves are decided according to Jewish law, by three 
Rabbanim, recognized by the Khan or monarch of the 
country. Ifthe Wikewice lie between a Mahometan and a Jew, 
the cause is heard by the Mahometan authorities, who are 


essed to them 
auspij 
ations, 


however required to render strict justice, and not (if they can 


help it) to favour their own friends. Two Jews ouly have 
been executed within the last thirty years; one for having ! 


lapsed from Mahometanism. It had been deposed that, as 2° 


alternative to some slight punishment, he had consented 7 
believe in Mahomet; this however he strenuously denied, 
even refused 10,000 gold pieces believed to have been OBS!" 
him by the Khan, as an inducement to renounce J ade ; 
the other case was that of a Jewish physician, accus 


witchcraft. The present medical attendant of the court is J 
and there are others of his creed in the same profession, © ther 
as merchants, goldsmiths, dyers, builders, and followers 5 hyo 
laborious trades. About twenty of the Jewish inhabitan bn 
be said to be wealthy men, and these are entrusted to 76 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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the affairs of the rest; there are few absolutely indigent. 
commerce of the country is much cultivated by the Jews, who 
accompany the caravans across the desert to Affghanistan, China, 
and Russia. With the last named country especially, an active 
trade is carried on by way of Oranberg, on the frontier of 
Asiatic Russia; an annual fair, held on a large plain in its 
vicinity, being attended by an extensive caravan from Bokhara. 


observances, and think very indifferently of those at Meshed, 
where the discipline was exceedingly lax, even previous to the 
outbreak which led to the apostacy of so many. The Minhag 
is very nearly that of the Sephardim, except in a few particulars 
in which it is identical with that of the Ashkenazim. Their 
rinted books are all from Pisa or Leghorn, received princi- 
pally by way of Constantinople. The Torah, the Talmud, and 
the Zohar, are diligently studied by many of them; and l- 
though some of the common people are unlearned, they have six 
large schools, contaming from 150 to 200 boys in each, where 
the above branches of religious knowledge are regularly taught. 
The congregation have about twelve Shokhetim, who kill a very 
large proportion of the animal food consumed in Bokhara; the 
Moslems recognizing the same humane and salutary principles 
in slaying animals as do the Jews, although they are not so 
scrupulous in the post-mortem examinations, and in the pre- 
paratory arrangements. The males are generally married on 
attaining the age of 13 years and a day; and they may take a 
fourth wife if three preceding ones prove successively unfruitful. 
It is not only in some of their Minhagim that they resemble 
the Ashkenazim, but their pronunciation of the Hebrew is also 
intermediate between the two usages. For instance, the vowel 
point (+ ) is pronounced by them like o in tone, and they 
make the usual distinction between the 3 and the 3. Their 
n and y are aspirate sounds, like those of the Barbary Jews. 
The Cohenim pronounce the blessing every day, as often as 
it occurs in the regular service. Tor the whole of the Bokhara 
congregation but one synagogue is allowed; ‘true, it is of large 
dimensions, but quite inadequate to the requirements of the 
community. They have often sought leave to erect another, 
but without success, in consequence of a superstitious tradition 
of danger to the Khan in whose reign it is permitted. They 
are very proud of this synagogue, which contains probably not 
less than 2000 Sepharim, (sacred rolls of the Pentateuch,) pre- 
sented by successive generations. Some are exceedingly old, 
and highly valued. 

Of other Jews in the same region little is known, for the in- 
tercourse kept up between them is precarious and irregular. 
At Balkh, subject likewise to Bokhara, there are about 40 
Jewish families. At Cabool, there are probably 20 Jewish 
families, who returned by stealth after having been driven out by 
Dost Mahommed Khan. At Samarcand, about 40 families. 
At Khisar, about 50; at Karshe, a large number; at Toshkan, 
perhaps 10 families; and at Kokan, about 200 souls, 


Religious Meditations suggested by the Haftorohs. 
No. 22. pba "pb naw Micah v. 7, to vi. 8. 


_“Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the 
high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a 
year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He hath shewed thee, O 


man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do” 


justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 


How signally gracious is the loving-kindness of God, which 
leaves us not in uncertainty as to how His will may be fulfilled, 
and our own happiness secured ; but vouchsafes to reason with 
us on the lightness of the tribute which submission requires, to 

lew us the real gain which is constituted by the apparent sacri- 
fice to duty. In the hey-day of prosperity, when the heart of 
man is prone to self-betrayal, a dread of strong temptation will 
sometimes weigh down and repress the joyous impulses implanted 
within us; but then comes the word of God, bidding us rejoice, 
and exhorting to humility as the condition on which enjoyment Is 
safe. For Israel is enjoined to “‘ rejoice before the Lord”—not 
to mortify the spirit, nor to stint the blessings which His bounty 
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The ; has bestowed—so only that we ‘‘do justice, love mercy, and 


walk humbly before God,” and always recognize that His un- 
bounded grace, not our own desert—the father’s love, not the 
child’s claim—give us all the good we know. 

In the trials of adversity, which teach the bruised spirit to kiss 
the rod; when the aspirant for immortality is chastened and 


: we n Bokhara. | purified; or when the weak and the ungifted feel unable to 
The Jews of Bokhara itself are very strict in their religious | approach His shrine with the offerings of those having greater 


resources, then comes the word of God, with the assurance that 
it is neither thousands of rams nor rivers of oil which propitiate 
Him, whose is the earth and her fulness, but all that is required 
is, “to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.”’ 
This offering is in every man’s power; the paschal sacrifice 
might require the contribution of his yeighbours, but this is 
placed within the reach of all, at all times, and under all circum- 
stances; the shrine within ourselves, the minister our own re- 
solve. What is the position in life, in wealth or in poverty, in 
Joy or in sorrow, in health or in sickness, amid the world or in 
privacy, in youth or in age, which does not afford the oppor- 
tunity to do that which the Lord requireth at our hands? 


It is a hackneyed theme of those who harrass the skirts of . 


Isracl—permitted for our sins to tempt us to quit our appointed 
post in the Lord’s camp—that blood sacrifices are indispensable 
to pardon and salvation. This Haftorah again declares, and in 
language which may not be guiltlessly distorted, that neither 
burnt-offerings, nor the sacrifice of calves and rams, could signify 
more than the occasion constituted thereby, either of grateful 
acknowledgement to the Divine source of all we possess, or for 
confessing the transgression committed; and it was not the 
offering itself, but the feeling associated therewith, which was 
the acceptable atonement. The sacrifice was the prescribed and 
significant formulary, the manifestation before the assembled 
nation ; it could avail nothing, even though offered a thousand- 
fold, if the contrition were simulated, if the gratitude were 
unreal, or if justice, mercy, and humility were wanting. 

‘He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good,” saith the 
prophet. It would certainly be no diftlicult task to demonstrate, 
that the Divine code, prescribed for the guidance of Israel, is the 
pale gacae of wisdom for our own welfare, and for that of man- 

ind at large. Imagine a fleet of sceptics, even the philoso- 
phers of our own day, cast away on a previously uninhabited 
island, cut off from the means of communication with the rest 
of their species, and warned by experience of the necessity to 
devise some system of self-restraint, for mutual protection against 
those appetites and passions which are inherent in. our nature, 
and which the refinements of civilization, without a sense of 
ultimate and inevitable responsibility, only render the more 
dangerous, because better concealed and Jess unscrupulous. 
The common instinets of self-preservation, in circumstances 
which frequently call them into play, will render unsafe the 
position of the weak among the strong, or that of the less cun- 
ning among those more so; and it will soon become needful to 
devise a compact of mutual forbearance, of reciprocal protection. 
This must become a system, well organised in order to be ef- 
fective for its end; well defined in order to be respected and 
observed. There must, moreover, be invested functionaries in 
order to apply and execute these regulations; outward signs and 
symbols, set occasions and appointed seasons, in order to give 
reality to the system, and stamp it with necessary importance 
amidst the routine of those more immediately self-serving and 
therefore more engrossing pursuits, which it is designed to 
regulate, To trace the development of such a system, with 
history and experience to warn from fatal errors, would cer- 
tainly be to evolve progressively the moral code which we owe to 
revelation ; and a useful and highly probable fiction might be 


| wrought out of these speculations. But even then, the virtue of 


the individual would depend altogether upon the unstable 
opinion of his immediate public; and vice would only be that 
A wae proceeding which it might happen then to be the 
fashion to call vice. In other words, what would be deemed a 
virtue in one pecs or circumstance, might be extolled as its 
opposite in others; and the converse. The inducements to 
virtue would principally be the credit to be gained thereby; the 
dissuasion from vice, the chance of detection and punishment. 
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In the first place, therefore, a fixed standard of vice or virtue 
would be needful ; and certainly nothing short of an accredited 
revelation could establish such a one. In the next place, there 1s 
necessary a sense of ultimate and inevitable responsibility, toge- 


ther with a habit of self-examination, and a feeling of conscience, | 


as associated with an ultimate responsibility, altogether beyond 
that which might be successfully evaded ;—this desideratum Is 
only to be supplied by that crowning principle of every religion, 
the belief and hope in a future state. 

Thus, upon deductions perhaps somewhat derogatory to the 
claims of that sacred charter of which we are the appointed 
witnesses, it would be possible to construct a history, exempli- 
fying the necessity for a moral and religious code, and demon- 


strating the expressive fact, that such a code would be most 


likely to serve its end, just in proportion as it approximated to that 
entrusted to Israel. ‘The history of mankind, in elucidation of 
this great fact, exhibits no nation of any name or consequence 
without some system of religion, whether true or false ; true, in 
the proposition in which it retained the elements of the primitive 
revelation of God to man; false, as it relied on the devices of 
‘man’s own judgment; lasting, as it adopted the principles of 
the Mosaic dispensation; fleeting, as it deviated from that 
supreme standard of excellence. Witness the significant fact, 
that other national systems have passed or are passing away ; 
that of Israel has proved indestructible, is still gaining strength 
with age, and shall assuredly endure for ever. 

Hath He then not shewed us what is good? And is it not 
the perfection of our human reasouing to discover the bulwarks 
of human happiness in what the Lord requires of us ? 

‘To do justice.” Surely the best way to secure our own 
rights from the stronger hand, to protect our immediate interests 
from the more cunning device,*is to respect the rights, to have 
regard to the interests, of others. The poorest among us must 
lose in the lawless struggle for more; the richest among us 
must gain in teaching by example how “‘ to do justice.”’ 

“To love mercy.” Who shall be found guiltless, if mercy be 
not tempered with justice? Let us then beware of favouring 
too harsh a standard, lest we also be measured by it. Mercy 
is also the exercise of philanthropy, and the God of mercy has 
implanted in us certain impulses, the yielding to which, wisely, 
is to cement those bonds of sympathy that render mankind 
brethren. ‘To own qualifications or possessions, is but to have 
the means to gratify an appetite or a passion ; to hold and to 
exercise them as the means of producing happiness around us, 


is to reap a rich and a glorious harvest for ourselvesalso. Such 
it is ** to love mercy.” 


** To walk humbly with thy God.”’ Even as “ to do justice” | 


is to secure safety; and ‘ to love mercy”’ is to realize enjoy- 
ment in this world; so is ‘“‘ to walk humbly” the prescribed 
mode of meditating on the nature and attributes of the All- 


Beneficent, as the grounds of hope and confidence in a blessed | 


immortality. All this good hath He shewed us; and His 
simple requirement is, that we shall understand, appreciate, 
and realize all. It is related of Hillel the Righteous, that a 
pagan, objecting to the multifarious prescriptions of our re- 
ligious system, offered to be converted if the Rabbi would teach 
him the principles of the Divine code while he could stand on 
one leg. The Rabbiconsented, and repeated the maxim, ‘* And 
thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” All that God re- 
quires of us, according to Micah, is a strict observance of that 
maxim; for the verse commented upon involves no more. The 
moral injunctions and prohibitions which pervade the Law, are 
but apparently onerous; for there would be no justice without the 
good government they teach; and without justice both we and 
our neighbours must be unhc ,py. The ceremonial requirements 
are harrassing to those only who know not and feel not their 
true spirit; they are eminently calculated to train to obedience, 
and to develope those kindlier sentiments, without which, men 
were cold, morose, and selfish. ‘‘To walk humbly,” is'to give 
solace in apparent inferiority, and to teach a sure hope beyond 
the tribulations of the hour. | 

Let us then thank God, that He has vouchsafed to plead 
with us, and to devise for us a happiness constituted by our 
obedience only. May it be now and always the charge and 
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the privilege of each man in Israel, to spread th 
standard of the practice of justice, to inculcate b ‘ne 
the love of mercy, and to lead the way in humil 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCER 


Jewish Disabilities Relief Bill.—There is itt) 
before this paper can be in the hands of the bulk of 
the principle of this bill will have been confirmed by the Hoy, 
of Commons. Last week, the Pemier mentioned ‘this ides 
the government measures which it was intended to pp,” 


e doubt tha: 
our readers, 


press 
forward this session. He expressed regret at the unayoidab) 
delay with which the bill had hitherto met, and fixed Thursday 


17th July, for the next reading, amid the cheers of the House, 


e, 


Arrival of the Rev. Dr. Adler.—This took place at Dover 
as was originally expected, on the Monday afternoon, the Roy 
Dr. having spent the preceding Sabbath in Brussels. Op bin 
landing, he was received by Sir Moses Montefiore, who, as 
Sheriff of the county, and Chairman of the Board of Deputies ; 
had resolved on paying this graceful compliment to one called 
on to fill so sacred and responsible an office among the Jews oj 
this empire. Sir Moses was accompanied by her Ladysh; 
by Dr. Loewe, and by the principal Jewish residents of Dover 
The Chief Rabbi did not reach London till past eleven at nigh 
by the South Eastern Railway; the Superintendant had the . 
platform immediately cleared, and placed a private room at the 
disposal of the reverend traveller and his tamily, Mrs. Adler. 
three young daughters and two little sons. At the station 
were Messrs, A. Joseph, Warden, L. Jacobs, Treasurer, and 
5. Oppenheim, Secretary of the Great Synagogue, as also Mr. 
A. Solomon, presiding Warden of the Fenchurch Street Syna- 
gogue, and Mr. Aaron Goldsmid, Delegate of the Wester 
Synagogue. Mr. Ellis, Chairman of the Delegates, and the mem- 
bers of the Beth Din, was in waiting in South Street, Finsbury, 
to receive the Chief Rabbi at his own house. Unhappily, how- 
ever, the death on that morning of an amiable lady, Mrs. J. 
Nathan, daughter of Mr. Michael Josephs, within two doors 
of the temporary residence engaged for the Chief Rabbi, pre- 
vented him as a Cohen or Priest, from entering his own house, 
and he had consequently to accept the hospitality of Mr. L. 
Cohen, on the other side the street, until after the funeral. 


The Duke Street (Great) Synagogue was crowded during 
the services of last Sabbath, by attendants from other congre- 
gations, in consequence of the Chief Rabbi's presence. Atter 
the enumeration of the offerings, (which protracted the service 
to nearly 12 o’Clock,) the Chief Rabbi, taking the Sepher, 
repeated the appointed Hebrew prayer for Her Majesty and 
the Royal family ; probably as a solemn declaration ot his new 
allegiance, for it is not supposed that he will continue to repeat 
that prayer. | 

Fenchurch Street ( Hambro) Synagogue.—The Rev. The Chie! 
Rabbi, is to attend the services of this synagogue to night and 
to-morrow ; and will preach during the morning service. 


Crosby Square (New) Synagogue.--The Rev. The Chief Rabbi, 
is to attend the services of this synagogue on Sabbath, oni * 
(26th July), and will also preach there. | 


Jewish Masons.—‘‘ On the 25th April, the Supreme Gest 
of Rites, after a very animated and interesting debate, decid 
that the Prince of Prussia should be addressed on the subjec! 
of the exclusion of Jewish Masons, and a commission 
named to carry out this decision. Bro. Dupin, jun., 
man of such commissiou. The Grand Orient has adopte ' 
similar resolution; but is blamed by Bro. Clavel for merely 
following instead of leading the Supreme Council of Rites. 
The Freemasons’ Quarterly Review. 


The Freemasons’ Quarterly does us the justice to quote at 
length, from a recent number, our remonstrance ag@! ihe 
imputation of indifference on the part of the Jews, to 
memory of the lamented and illustrious Duke of Sussex. 


nst its 


| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 

| 


candid and courteous contemporary admits at once, that the 
facts cited by us, if they had been under his review at the time, 


would have induced him to qualify the remarks we complained 


of. What else he says about ** the” Sussex Memorial, is too 
much associated with Masonic considerations to come within 
our province, That Jews, who happen to be Masons, have 
done less than was reasonably to be expected from them, as 
Masons, does certainly not appear; and we incline to the 
opinion, that whatever was due from them, as Jews, might be 
more appropriately contributed towards an institution for im- 
proving the less elevated classes of the Jewish nation, than 
sowards a statue only, perhaps not always accessible except to 
the initiated. 
Since the above was in type, we have been delighted to find 
that a meeting, presided over by Lord Ebrington, has deter- 
mined that the Sussex Memorial shall be a new wing to the 


Royal Free Hospital. The terms in which this resolution is which has been confided to me, but I hope that through the 


couched, are so precisely in accordance with what we have 
ventured to declare should be the Jewish feeling on the subject, 
that we do not wait for orders to reproduce the advertisement, 
but at once strike out other matter on the last page, for the 
opportunity of recommending so excellent a design to the 
favour of our readers. ‘The memory of that Illustrious Philan- 
thropist has strong claims upon a Jewish organ, nationally; and 
still more because he was the avowed patron of ** The /’oice of 
Jacob.” We will willingly transmit any contributions from our 
readers to the Memorial —— 


Palestine. —We hear that the appeal of Col. Gawler, noticed 
in the eaene article of our last number, is creating some sensa- 
tion among the upper classes. Her Majesty and Prince Albert 
have accepted copies, as have also the Queen Dowager, the Duke 
of Cambridge, and other influential parties. Pains have like- 
wise been taken, as we hear, to circulate it among the ministers, 
the leading members of the legislature, and certain public institu- 
tions, &.—The Rabbi Moshe Khazan, a leading man at Jeru- 
salem, is now in London, seeking aid for the hospital there, and 
for other pious objects. It would indeed be a happy thing for 
the inhabitants of Palestine, if the plenary powers said to be 
confided to this gentleman, enabled him to reconcile the some- 
what conflicting views entertained here and in Holland, by 
those who equally desire to promote the welfare of Zion. 
Here, the only effectual means for its accomplishment, by human 
means, is maintained to be the enabling of the Palestine Jews 
to help themselves: there, it is contended that study and 
prayer are the only desiderata. Surely, there must be a way 
to meet the wishes of both parties, after a reasonable and 
acceptable manner; else, neither will accomplish its end, and 
between the two the people may starve! 


The Board of Deputies having drawn up an address to the 
Chief Rabbi, congratulating him on his entry upon the sacred 
| i of his vocation, it was presented to him on Tuesday 
ast, 

The following is a copy of the document :— 

To the Rev. Dr. Nathan Marcus Adler, Chief Rabbi of the 
United Congregations of Jews of the British Empire. 
Reverend Sir, 

Permit us, the London Committee of Deputies of the British 
Jews, representing nearly the whole of the Jewish community 
in this country, to welcome you on your safe arrival amougst us. 
_ Your talents, piety, experience, and high position, warrant us 
in anticipating the highest results from your ministry, and we 
feel that it is our duty, the performance of which affords us the 
sincerest gratification, to avail ourselves of the earliest oppor- 
tunity to offer you our fervent wishes for your welfare, and 


that of your lady and family. 


‘Minute, 15th July, 5605.—1845. 
The Committee assembled this day to notice, to 
pecnens the address of welcome to Dr. Adler, Chief Rabbi, who 
ad appointed to receive the same at his residence, at five p. m. 


this day, the following members of the Board were present on 
the occasion, | 


Sir Moses Montefiore, President; Messrs. S. H. Ellis; 1. 
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Foligno; H. de Castro; I. I. Brandon; H. Hyams; I. M. 
Montefiore ; H. Guedalla; I. Barned; H.H. Cohen; John 
Salmon ; Jonas Levy; 8S. Cohen; Lewis Cohen; I. H. Hel- 
bert; and Baron A de Rothschild. 

The Address (engrossed on vellum) was read by the President. 

Dr. Adler replied as follows :— 

Gentlemen!—I feel highly honored by the very gratifying 
manner in which you have been pleased to express your very 
kind sentiments and wishes on my arrival in this country, and 
on my entrance upon the duties of my sacred office. | 

the more extensive, influential, and important, is the body 
which you represent, and the greater your own merits, not onl 
towards our brethren in this country, but throughout the wortd, 
the more highly must I esteem and value these marks of your 
kindness towards me. 


I already feel the full weight of the high and important office 


assistance of God, my earnest efforts will be attended with 
those beneficial consequences which we all have so devoutly 
at heart. 

ry. 

hat your great endeavours on behalf of all our congrega- 


tions, may be continued by the divine blessing, will be my 
constant prayer, 


MisceLtangza.—His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge 
having expressed a desire to see the Rey. Dr. Adler—favorably 
known to H. R. H. during his viceroyalty at Hanover—the 
Rev. The Chief Rabbi weut to Cambridge House by appoint- 


ment, on Monday last. The Bristol Synagogue has presented 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
New York, 30th May.—Under ‘this date, the Rey. S. M. 
Isaacs admits the correctness of our information, derived from 
other sources, as to the unfortunate dissensions in the Elm St. 
Synagogue, alluded to in No. 101 of the Voice of Jacob. We 
can well understand the anxiety of our rev. friend not to be 
misconceived here, and we infer from the tone of his letter, 


that the explanations which it contains are designed to exclude 


the operation of any opinion to his prejudice, principally as 
connected with our editorial position, We can assure our 
brethren at New York, that their differences, productive as 
they have been of a gym SySn, are a cause of profound regret 
to us; but since the matter has been compromised, and an 
equitable separation of the congregation resolved upon, it would 
be worse than useless to review or canvass the conduct and 
policy of those concerned. While, therefore, it is not our purpose 
to ascertain where most blame was due in what has passed, we 
are quite prepared to ascribe the most credit to those who have 
sacrificed most, in order to put an end to litigation and scandal. 
The dry facts of this unhappy dispute are these: The usages 
of the Elm St. Synagogue have, as it appears, been deemed to make 
ai important distinction between the privileges of oyna~>ya 
(elected members) and the rest of the associated seatholders, 
This led to disputes, not uncommon even in this country; but 
there it was ‘maintained thata principle so exclusive was Incom- 
patible with the republican institutions of the state, and several 
chancery suits were the consequence. One suit, in the Supreme 
Court, being adverse to the non-privileged party, they refused 
to pay rates. The determination to exclude them therefore 
from the right to assist in certain parts of the synagogue ser- 
vice, became the occasion of open strife, and we are sorry to 
say even of a desecration of the House of God. When matters 
came to this point, and the impossibility of acting in concert 
became but too manifest, it was reflected that—although 5000 
dollars had already been squandered in law—the main point of 
issue was still undecided, and might remain so for three years 
longer; the field was therefore abandoned to the democratic 
party, and the rest, with Mr. Isaacs at their head, are already 
engaged in constituting a new synagogue and seeking a special 
charter. The rev. gentleman loses a post of 1700 dollars per 
annum by this secession, and the section to which he is at- 
tached will scarcely be able to be equally liberal just yet; but 
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| 
| 
| a very neat congratulatory address to the Chief Rabbi, through ” 
its delegate, — Alexander, Esq. a 
| 
| 
| | 


his zeal will certainly not be the less because there is more occa- 
sion for it. We venture further to express the hope and 
expectation, that he will be the most active to allay resent- 
ments between recent opponents, and, ere long, enable us to 
record that most consolatory achievement under the cireum- 
stances, namely, that the two synagogues have established 
friendly relations, that their charities and other similar offices 
are in common, and that their only rivalry is as to which shall 
set the better example. 

It is an unpleasant duty which we have performed in record- 
ing these dissensions and their fruits; we hope that our readers 
in other communities will profit by the sad lesson presented 
thereby. 

The Temperance of the Jews has been held up from the 
pulpit in Moravia, as worthy the example of the Christian popu- 
lation, and, in the ordinary course of things, the Jews would benefit 
by the adhesion of their neighbours to the recently established 
Temperance Societies. It happens, however, that the very 
people whose exemplary habits are deemed worthy of emula- 
tion, are the only ones to suffer by the sobriety of the people at 
large. It is well known, that Moravian Jews are not permitted 
to hold real property out of the Jewries, with the sole excep- 
tion of houses for the sale of spirits. The effect of this curious 
exception had naturally been to induce many Jews, for whom 
there was no longer room in the Jewries, to embark in that 
business outside the limits, and now, when it can no longer be 
followed in consequence of the Temperance pledge having be- 
come so general, the poor Jews, unable to employ their houses 
for other pursuits, must either be cast back upon the already 
overcrowded Jewries, or be utterly ruined. It is hoped, by the 
communicator of these facts to the 4. Z. d. J., that the leaders 
of the Temperance movement in Hungary, will support the pe- 
tition about to be presented to the Government by the Jews, 
praying the privilege to follow other trades. 


Swiss Intolerance.—The Hon. M. Cremieux, having pre- 
sented a petition in the French Chambers on the recent ex- 
pulsion of French Jews from Chaux-de-Fonds, sought the 
opportunity to question the Minister for Foreign Affairs, on 
the policy to be pursued by the French government with re- 
ference to this violation of existing treaties. The Hon. M. 
Guizot replied to an eloquent speech by M. C., somewhat eva- 
sively; stating that the subject was surrounded with difficulties, 
inasmuch that it involved the principle of requiring all foreign 
nations, having exceptional laws for Jews, to suspend those 
laws in the case of a Jew happening to be a French subject, 
which he said was in fact requiring, in the present instance, 
not merely that the French subject should be placed on the 
same footing as the Swiss, according to the language of the 
treaty, but that he, being a Jew, should be placed on a better 
footing. M. Cremieux maintained, that his was the rational 
view of the question; and he cited the example of England, as 
not submitting to such a construction of a treaty as towards 
English Jews in Saxony, where the laws are exceptional to- 
wards members of that creed. 


Morocco.—A Morocco Jew now in France, estimates the 


number of his creed in that part of Africa at 200,000 souls; an 
estimate formed on the number and size of the synagogues in 


_ the various towns and villages. 


The soi-disant French Sanhedrin.—W hile the German move- 
ment party has been extolling the declarations of this body, a 
French writer in the Univ, /sr. exposes its subserviency, call- 
ing it ‘“‘ A tribunal-machine, condemned to proclaim with its 
66 mouths, and to sign with its 66 hands, all that the Great 
Emperor pleased.” 

The German Reformers.—W e find it difficult to keep pace 
with the rapidly evolved projects of these gentlemen. At Ber- 


lin, it having been proposed to have a new liturgy, and to defer its | _ 


arrangement until the assembly of the proposed conclave of 
Rabbis and laymen, with a view to principle and uniformity ; 


all delay was objected to, and Berlin is to have a liturgy of its | 
-own.—Dr. Philippson, Editor of the dll. Zeit. des Jud., pro- 
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poses, with a view to accommodate those w 

vents their attendance on Sabbath, that a re 
ublic service (not however to transfer the 
e performed on Sundays.—Dr. Geiger has 

postions, but they have but just arrived, 
reath in order to read through them. 


hose busin 

gular 
observance), shal 
a new set of pro. 
and we must take 


A Talmudic legend in Don Quizxote.—A writer jy the Or; 
alludes to atale in the romance of Cervantes, the fOrreibges 
which is in the Treatise Nedarim, p. 25. A debtor decla r 
to Raba that his debt was paid, and when adjudged to abe : 
oath to that effect, he got a cane, put the money into the hollow. 
and giving the claimant the cane to hold, took the oath withou, 
scruple. The creditor, breaking the cane in his anger th 
money fell out. There is no probability that Cervantes wae a 
Talmudist, but he was a reader of Arabic legends, which a 
tained many Talmudic extracts. 


Miscetnanea.—Another Jew, Herr Pozno, of Amsterdam 
has been appointed consul general of the Sublime Port, 
M. Gustave Halphen, who holds a similar office at Paris, ha: 
just received from the Sultan the decoration of Nisehey; 
-iftikar. French fanatics having boasted of the conversion of 
some Jews to the Roman Catholic Church, the Arch, Js 
mentions the recent admission of a Catholic of each sex int, 
the synagogue. Iu Witrtemburgh, where the criminals ay; 
about 1 in 970 of the population, there are only three Jews jp 
11 or 12000; one of them being a foreigner, and the other tw: 
confined for the lightest offences cognizable. Recent obser. 
vations fix the number of Jews in the kingdom of Saxony « 


882, and in Altona, at 2,188 of the German, and 62 of the Porty. 
guese minhag. 


On the Installation of the Chief Rabbi. 
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OUR LETTER.BOX. 
Sephardim Congregation. 


Sir,—From the extensive circulation of your valuable peri- 
odical among the members of the Portuguese congregation, I 
beg you will be kind enough to insert the following. As the 
time now approaches when the too long vacant place of Hazan 
of our congregation is to be filled, it becomes the duty of every 
Yahid to exercise his right of voting with the strictest justice 
and impartiality ; he should not allow himself to be persuaded 
into any immature promise in favor of either of the four can- 
didates, but let him attend the trials, then he can form an 
ynbiassed judgment; for he should remember it is not a tem- 
porary office, but, under present circumstances, one of the 
highest importance to the welfare of the congregation. For if 
an incompetent person is elected solely to please any particular 
party, the consequence will be most fatal: many members who 
attend oftener than on holidays will be disgusted and keep 
away, the offerings will fall off, and an increased finta must be 
the inevitable result. Some persons may object to having a 
foreigner, which would be perfectly correct if an Englishman 


could be found who is fit and suited for the place, but we 


must not forget that at the last election, we were placed in a 
similar situation when our present Hazan, although a foreigner, 
was elected,—a circumstance which no one can regret. 


To the Editor of the I remain, Sir, Yours, &c., 
Voice of Jacob. E. H. L. 


THE WANT OF UNION. 


Dear Sir,—Must it not seem an anomaly to every thinking 
mind, that a people professing to have but one God, one Law, 
one Hope, should not unite their powers of thought and means 
of action in one deep and irresistible stream, whose concentrated 
force should be sufficiently gt to overcome whatever 
obstacles impeded its onward course, rather than suffer each 
separate rill to waste itself in attempts to irrigate a small and 
isolated field. 

Because our law must endure for ever—because the promises 
of the Omnipotent must be fulfilled—are we to sit supinely, and 
do nothing to accelerate the coming of those blessings that 
the Most High has in store for us? A goodly inheritance has 
our Father given to us, but, because we can cull from a small 
portion of its amplitude sufficient for our limited desires, are 
we to let its fences be destroyed, its.trees be hewn down, and 
its water-courses become choked up, without raising a hand 
to prevent these evils? And then should some one of us stray 
beyond the limits of our patrimony, thinking to find purer 


» water than our turbid springs afford, are we to cast them off 


forever, for doing that which, had we but performed our duty, 
they would never have attempted ; or, should we not rather en- 
deavour to regain them from the dangerous paths into which 
they have strayed? — | 
Let us awake then to the dangers of our position, let us cast 
far from us our characteristic indifference, let us, whilst ac- 
knowledging the innate vitality of our law, also confess that, 
as watchmen of the Lord, we dare not slumber on our post; 
let us consider the ends that we, as Israelites, have in view, 
and press onward in a firm united phalanx, determined to 
accomplish them. 
Sir, our motto has ever been One God! One Law! One 
People !—Unity is and ever has been our essence, our vitality, 
and arrayed under one banner, can we only hope to realize 
our destiny. Jerusalem to us, in our former state, was the 
un, the centre around which our system revolved. Here 
alone was a temple to be reared to the glory of the Omnipotent, 
here alone were the sons of the covenant to meet at the ap- 
pointed times to offer up their acknowledgments, and to 
testify to the goodness of the Most High. And hére alone was 
the pure incense to ascend from the holy sacrifice to the 


_“Xrone of the ever compassionate God. 


Centralization then was the aim of our law; and from a point 
were to dart forth the rays of hope, whose-brilliant scintilla- 
tions, after irradiating the surrounding space, should point out 


to those who were enlightened by its effulgence, that star, that 
centre to which all thoughts should be raised, all looks directed. 
And are our hopes changed, our desires less ardent now than 
then? Is the way more steep, are the dangers greater now than 
in times past? Has the star of promise faded away in the dim 
mist of years, or has its light become too brilliant for us to 
gaze steadily upon. When the shackles of superstition fettered 
our limbs, when the tortures of bigotry convulsed our bodies, 
then turned we to the living fountains of our faith, in whose 
healing waters we found consolation ; the fever of our limbs was 
allayed, our bruises were forgotten in its delicious draught. 
But now, when the nations of the earth awake to their barbarity, 
when they open to us one by one the doors of equality, when 
we may exercise the rights and fulfil the requirements of our 
religion, free as the air of day—are we to cast our ancient 
observances to the winds—shall we assimilate ourselves with 
those around us, and forget our high destiny in our present case ? 

If it were, Sir, that each scattered remnant of our race aimed 
at a different end; if it were that the sympathetic links that 
bound together the far scattered children of the covenant had 
become no longer binding ; if it were that Israel had forgotten, in 
her wanderings and tribulations, the language of Eber; if their 
faith had become mixed and merged in the religion of those in 
whose midst they dwelt; if it were that their hopes were 
forgotten in the new-born desires, or lost in the ambitious pro- 
jects, that their present propitious state calls into being ; if 
the hope of restoration to the land of their fathers awakened 
any jealousy in the heart of any Israelite; or if the rem- 
nants of Israel were divided into sects—then might we assign 
a cause for the divided efforts of our co-religionists. But none 
of these causes exist, our only fault lies in our indifference. 
We have all the elements within ourselves to cement and 
strengthen union, and with a proper use of these elements, to 
what strength would this union attain! Its influence would 
reach to wherever the name of Jew is heard. No need would 
we have then of Christian protection, for who then would dare 
to oppress us! who treat with scorn the remonstrance of that peo- 
ple, whose ramifications extend over the whole habitable globe, 
and whose members would be inseparably united! However 
much we may deceive ourselves, let us but cast our eyes over 


our whole religious horizon, and we shall discover much in its — 


aspect to fear and to doubt, not fear for the permanency of our 
law, nor doubt of our ultimate restoration, but fear lest many 
an opening blossom might become blighted by the mildew 
of scepticism, that much fair fruit may become cankered in the 
atmosphere of latitudinarianism. The mind has thrown off its 
shackles of darkness, and too eagerly devours the intellectual 
food so long withheld; and if we supply not wholesome suste- 
nance, need we feel surprised if it be gorged with what is detri- 
mental. We have left our religious system quite long enough to 
its own care, and though its fortifications are strong, its citadel 
impregnable, yet, if we still sleep on in this hour of danger, some 
of its outports may be stormed, and the weak and indifferent 
carried away to swell the triumph of those who laugh at our 
supineness, Let us not then console ourselves in the vain 
conceit that, because we sin not ourselves, we do no wrong in 
passively looking on and viewing our brethren swept away in 
the whirlpool of *‘ the march of the age;” when, if we attempted 
in the right spirit to stem its current, if we collected our strength 
together into one combined effort, we should find that we had 
sufficient power left to stop this degeneracy, to give new vigour 
to our religion, and to supply that intellectual food that the 
awakened mind requires, in a measure sufficient to preclude the 
necessity of going astray in the search for it. Even as the thun- 
der storm, which, while it threatens danger, serves to purify the 
atmosphere and dispel whatever might be injurious—so may 
our religion come out from the strife of its elements, freed from 
all that might tarnish its purity, and a spirit be awakened in the 
turmoil that ma revivity le1 

worthy of their divine birthright.—May we be privileged to see 
and partake of this regeneration ! 

London, June 29, 9605. S. SOLIS. 


our people, and render them more 
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REVIEWS. 
Jewish Emancipation. By an Israelite. Nutt, Fleet Street. 


If the merit of a pamphlet might be constituted by the ele- 
gance of its style, As the force of its diction; if the usefulness 
of a literary production might be measured by the interest 
which it is calculated to excite, whether from the boldness of 
its charges or the startling character of its assertions, then 
might the production before us prefer a successful claim to the 
highest rank, and the task of criticism prove indeed an agree- 
able one. But the case is otherwise, when the stern duty of 
the reviewer imposes the obligation to search beneath the sur- 
face, to trace out the probable design, as well as the apparent 
consequences of a public missive, and to distinguish between 
what is mere glare and what is useful light. . 

The pamphlet before us professes to treat of ‘ Jewish Eman- 
cipation ;” but, in the common acceptation of that term, the 
theme which it implies is dismissed with two prefatory pages 
—as if it were but a screen for the masked battery behind ° 

Indeed, there is little beyond those two pages which might not 
be more consistently comprehended under some such title as 
the following :—‘‘ An expostulation with the English legislature 
and its liberal constituents, on their avowed disposition to re- 
peal certain Jewish disabilities, without first stipulating for the 
readmission of the Burton Street Secession Congregation to an 
unqualified participation*in the government of the orthodox 
Synagogue.” That the pamphlet is thus designed, has been 
already judged by many ; partly because of the precise junc- 
ture of its publication, (the bill before Parliament being still in 
suspense,) coupled with the premonitory intimation of a sol- 
disant ‘* Working-man,” (in a journal commonly supposed to 
be associated with the Burton Street interest,)* and the semi- 
official announcement, through the same channel, that the 
‘* West London Synagogue of British Jews” is determined to 
go to Parliament for an amended act of Registration; and more- 
over, because the interposing deputation to Sir Robert Peel, 
composed of members from that congregation, (upon the subject 
of this very relief bill now pending,) was avowedly to have the 
effect of forcing our internal differences upon the attention of 
the Imperial Padliementt These and similar corroboratin 
circumstances, would appear to justify the title just pro sabe 
to be substituted for that now on the pamphlet before us. These 
reasonings may probably be supererogatory after all, and there 
may be no disposition to deny the intent; for our own attention 
was first called to the publication, not from aJewish quarter, but 
by our learned and influential contemporary, the ‘* Literary 
Gazette,” which, having received an early copy for review, 
treated its literary and scientific readers with a defamatory ex- 
tract, such as we grieve to see put forth by “ An Israelite,” 
whatever his immediate purpose. Well then, supposing the 
design of the pamphlet to stand confessed, we are nevertheless 
unable at this moment to examine the warrant or the expe- 
diency of it on that score; a circumstance, however, the less to 
be regretted, because we anticipate that, before these remarks 
are well before the world, the Relicf bill will have already passed 
into a law, malgré what the pamphlet could do to obstruct it; 
and also because we are not prepared wholly to maintain the 
obligation of every man to support and contend for the 
removal of all civil and political disabilities, if he can indeed 
vue riuat believe and argue that such concessions are inex- 
pedient, 
omit in its treatment of Judaism, as it is publicly pro- 
essed by the whole Jewish world in this country, with the 
exception of the small congregation whose championship the 
pamphlet undertakes, | 

hether it is the fit province of ‘‘ An Israelite” to hold u 
to general opprobrium the religious system held sacred by his 
own immediate ancestors, as well as by the mass of his sur- 


* “I contend that the conduct pursued by the Board of Deputies is 
perfectly intolerable, and certainly deserving of condemnation, if not of 
the severest condemnation. The pending bill is now in the House of 
Commons; and I am misinformed if that very conduct is not made to tell 
at some stage as an ingredient of opposition to the measure.’”’—Jew. 
Chron. and Working Man’s Friend, No. 20. 


t Jewish Chronicle, &c., No. 13. 


Our space restricts us to a consideration of the 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


rounding brethren, we may be permitted to doubt 
if the charges brought to bear are those which, wh 
advanced by the enemies of Israel, have been alrea 
founded and unjust. Our earlier volumes have already mot 
several of these parricidal attacks, and we venture to think 
there would exist little difficulty in successfully de fond 
the rationale of many other rabbinical institutions, eye, thon 
most susceptible of being held up to ridicule and contempt ; 

The author of this pamphlet is anonymous; but let ys sup) 
him a barrister, learned in the law of the courts, and there a 
tomed to contend for the legal and necessary force of precedent 
against some stickler for the all-sufficiency of the letter of th, 
law, in its application to some particular case under discussioy 
We can well imagine the force of the rebuke which such a oe 
‘learned in the law” (of England) might administer to ¢h, 
presumption which made light of precedents. It is related of 
one of the most eminent legal functionaries of this country 
that he regretted not to have better studied the Talmud, as ti, 
means of becoming a sounder lawyer; and now, here js One 
whose national literature that Talmud is, who applies to it the 
epithets, ‘* superstitions,” ‘* sophistries,” and “ usurpations.” 
aspersing its authors as ‘‘ obscure casuists,” none among they 
comprehending the true duty of man, but preferring doubt and 
dispute as the instruments for advancing their own advantage 
and distinction! (vide pamphlet, p. 18.) He who thy 
arraigns the pious, modest, and self-denying men of the 
Talmud, is a bold speaker, and therefore perhaps, ‘as the world 

oes, a successful one; but how might so earnest a pleader, jj 
but retained on the other side, deal with those very aspersions' 
How might the language of common sense, and the logic of 0. 
bar, be brought to bear upon such dicta as the following? 

Ist. That all men who are considered competent to act as civ] 
magistrates, physicians, natural and experimental philosophers, 
&e., are therefore competent to decide in spiritual affairs, and 
pronounce upon laws, as respects which—using the technical _ 
phrase—they are laymen only! (p. 30.) 2nd. That men who 
claim full recognition as members of a religious communion, 
shall be required only to profess what each may severally be- 
lieve, and to believe no more than can be satisfactorily proved: 
—thus apparently denying that faith, conformity, or discrpline, 
is needful to religious communion! 3rd. That the really reli. 
gious, are those content to seek truth and {follow it for them- 
selves, and equally desirous, not that their brethren should 
take the same course, but that they should remain in their 
respective convictions, however dissimilar they may be ; and 
whether they happen to be right or wrong, so that they are but 
acted upon with sincerity ! (p. 9.) 

We dissent from these principles, and all others deduced 
from them, aud venture to declert them incompatible, not only 
with the Judaism we profess, but with every element of unity 
as needful to any religious system whatever. . : 

Having found it impossible to pass the foregoing without @ 
protest, we must perforce turn to the charges brought against 
the executive of our synagogue administration for the past fev 
years. We revert to this branch of the subject unwillingly, be- 
cause we are constrained honestly to confess that, although it 
has been our duty to support authority, even in its apparent 
extremes, against that alternative which was the undermining 
of all authority, we are nevertheless unprepared at this — 
to follow the author of the pamphlet under review through t } 
catalogue of errors, whether of omission or commission, a 
which he reproaches those hitherto responsible for our gu! 
ance and leadership. If, however, we confess our — ” 
make a sufficient defence in all cases, we are yet justifie ee. 
declaring many charges to be exaggerated, and others to oer 
rather to the necessary consequences of a false position, t * 
to an emergency which may be said to have left any prefera i. 
alternative. If some of these bitterly spoken reprools voapntte 
dressed to the accused directly and exclusively, there -e 
be less to complain of their tone and temper; for their ce. 
gency might be extenuated by the modicum of truth wa i 
tained ; but, fulminated as these charges are in the a a . 
world, it is grievous to find a clever writer so unscrupu’e 
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| doing that out of resentment which he deprecates 0m another 


e, as, ‘placing weapons in the hands of our antagon- 
ists.’ We would willingly have treated this pamphlet as an 
outburst of strong feeling, designed to let our new Chief Rabbi 
know what the writer and his party think of what has passed, and 
what they desire for that which is to come;—a free-spoken pro- 
fession of principle, useful to inform one who has to judge what 
the extremes on that side consist of. On the evidence first 
cited, we are unable so to mistake the author’s design; yet we 
think and hope that it may serve that useful purpose ; and there- 
fore, at this more favorable aspect of its tendencies, we lay down 
the pamphlet, seeking out for the purpose of an agreeable conclu- 
sion, a sentiment of the author which, although it is somewhat 
inconsistent with the principle quoted from another place, is 
more in accord with what * An Teele ** may properly main- 
tain: 

« Let all among us, each according to his gift, employ sympathy, 
eloquence, and example, or perseverance, kindness, and argument, 
to aid in the work (of inculcating virtue). Let it dwell in our 
hearts as well as in our minds, so that we may use the language 
of amity together with that of exhortation, and thus induce our 


‘brethren not only to discard what is false, but to adopt what is 
true. 36. 


The Controversy of Zion: a Meditation on Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. By Stainslaus Hoga; 2nd edition, enlarged. London. 
B. Wertheim. 


The first edition of this extraordinary pamphlet has -been 
already noticed in our vol. ill. pp. 95 and 103. The enlarge- 
ment is in the form of an introduction, equal in length to the 
“ Meditation.” The writer, betrayed into apostatizing from 
Judaism in early life, is indeed a singular man, whose spirit evi- 
dently finds no peace in the communion which he has chosen, and 
whose reason finds no congruity in the dogmas of his sponsors. 
We reminded him before, that he had forfeited “ portion and 
inheritance in Israel,” and he meekly confesses that truth. Surely, 
the society of Conversionists to whom he hires out his eminent 
linguistical talents, do not see their Christianity reflected in 
his boldly spoken views! He appears to be what has been 
strikingly called, ‘* a blank leaf between the two testaments ;”’ 


and even as his heart still yearns towards the communion of 


his kindred and the pure faith of his fathers, we may yet see 
him, ere he die, claim that readmission into the pale which we his 
fellow sinners dare not deny him. Would that he were indeed 
independent of his sordid tie! and yet it can only be by 
a sacrifice of worldly advantage that his penitence might 
be manifest to the world. 

The appearance of this pamphlet contemporaneously with 
that noticed in the foregoing review, is highly interesting and 
significant. In that, a professed “ Israelite,’ emulous (perhaps 
unconscious at what a cost), of a high position in Gentile 
esteem, advocates a deference to Gentile prejudices, and is 
content to sacrifice institutions consecrated by the martyrdom 
of his ancestors, as the price of what is called ‘‘ emancipation.” 
On this side, is an outcast from Israel, who has gone the 
full length to escape Gentile contempt, and sacrificed his whole 
nationality to satisfy anti-Jewish criticism, looking back over 
the distance he has strayed, to the treasures he has sacrificed, 
and payiag the tribute of a scholar and a philosopher to that 
same Talmud which the other contemns! Here is the test- 
mony of one who has tried the alternatives, and who confesses 
the worth of what he has had and lost. Nay, even the Cabala 
and the Cabalists, still more decried than the Talmud and 
the Talmudists, are thus spoken of by Mr. Hoga. 

“It is the lot of Jews and Judaism to be unknown, or at best 
misunderstood in the whole world. We hear often Christian 
authors speak about the Jewish ‘Cabala;’ we hear new-fashioned 
literary Jews speak about it as a very pernicious system, which 
contributes greatly to Jewish prejudices; nay, some new-fangled 
converts (as they are yeleped), persuading good-natured Christians 
of their bein very familiar with the Jewish Cabala, show at the 
same time their regeneration and new illumination by ridiculing it. 
Now I at once confess, that I know no more of Cabala than what 
i8 just enough to give me the perfect assurance, that all these 
Pretenders who claim to possess the knowledge of this most 
mysterious science (which, whatever it is, was never known but to 
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a few Jews), are not only entirely ignorant of it, but that they 
even were never able to read one passage in the books which con- 
tain it. I had in former time personal acquaintance with most 
learned Jews, and I have never met but with one who was really 
a Cabalist. To pass, therefore, judgment upon the value of a 


science which was exclusively cultivated with indefatigable in- | 


dustry, diligence, and devotedness by a small number of men, of 
most powerful reason, incomparable piety, and exalted genius; 
men, who have despised all vain titles and honours of the world; 
men who were rich in their most abject poverty, happy in miseries, 
and cheerful in distresses; who have never failed to rise with 
alacrity of spirit at the silent cold hour of midnight, in order to be 
unmolested in their favoured study, and who, far from seeking any 
preferments or advantage from their knowledge, have been, on 
the contrary, most anxious to keep it concealed from the profane 
eye of the world,—to pass judgment upon such a science, of which 
we know nothing ourselves, is, | think, a most foolish presumption. 
As for my part, | would willingly sacrifice a half duration of my 
life, if by that I could be enabled to have in my own mind a true 
and just estimation of the Cabala. Whenever tried to read the 
books which contain it, I always felt as if my mind was enchanted, 
the world annihilated before my eyes, and my little conception 
lost in a bottomless gulf of marvellous ideas; so that I never was 
able to decide if this infinitely great and wonderful science is 
really a true inspiration of the most holy men (as it pretends to 
be) or is only the greatest delusion of the highest and most com- 
prehensive human reason and exalted imagination. In either case 
I can conscientiously assert, that no one known genius in the 
world can in greatness of his soul be compared to a Rabbi Isaac 
Lauria, or Ramban, or Rabbi Moses Cordovira, &c.’’ 

What else we shall copy now, will have reference to the ab- 
stract excellence of our religious system, and the folly and 
wickedness exhibited by Conversionists in seeking to under- 
mine it. We have marked many other passages of Mr, Hoga’s 
introduction, as exhibiting a profundity of thought and a clear- 
ness, both of conception and expression, which might entitle 
them to rank with the ‘‘ sayings of the wise;” and tempt us 
to claim his ‘‘ Jewish mind,” though we must repudiate its 
owner for not consistently following Jewish principle. 


“There are some noble-minded Christians, who with perfect 
Christian goodness, meekness, gentleness, and good breeding, 
which latter consists, | think, in one’s cherishing his own honour, 
and avoiding to prejudice that of others,—have nevertheless a re- 
ligious inordinate pride to imagine, that the Jews, who have for 
a space of 1800 years endured to be covered with infamy, pillaged 
of their property, led as sheep to the slaughter, and have borne 
joyfully the stake, the rack, and all the ingeniously protractive 
pangs and tortures for the love of their God, will now by their 
more affable and courteous manner of Christian persuasion, re- 
nounce at once their stubborn religion, and confess that their pious 
ancestors were but condemned foois to suffer so much in this world, 
and far more in another, for refusing to embrace the only saving 
religion which had been offered to them in exchange for their 
damning Judaism. But if these Christian gentlemen who live in 
their Church, the honour of whose religion is reflected upon them- 
selves, are justified thus partially to advocate their tenets against 
the opinion of the Jews, they will also have, I hope, the good 
sense and justice to excuse me who am born a Jew, when I, vindi- 
cating the honour of my most pious and holy ancestors, shew the 
errors of both Jews and Christians, from which impartial illustra- 
tion accrues to myself, who am excluded from the pale of my 
nation, no honour but rather blame and reproach, and which can 
not even, in freely submitting to them, aflord me the satisfaction 
of a meritorious act, knowing, as [ do, this opprobrious submission 
to be no more but a most sacred duty, by the tacit omission of 
which, I would, in the position I find myself, justly incur the 
inevitable curse denounced in Scriptnre against such villany as 
this neglect on my part might be, namely, ‘ ‘The eye that. mocketh 
at his father, and despised the wrinckles of his mother, the ravens 
of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.’” 

“There is no doubt that no Jew has ever given his assent to 
the doctrine of the abrogation of the law, or has aecepted any of 
the existing Christian catechisms, without either the basest hypo- 
crisy, or the most perfect ignorance of Judaism. The latter case 
must indeed be a very rare one, for I am sure that the poorest 
Jewish school-boy in a wretched village in Poland, has a better 
notion of the supreme Being than all the doctors in divinity of 
Oxford. If a Jew might be sincere in his profession of Chris- 
tianity, he would, instead of accepting a catechism of Gentiles, 
make a new one for them.” 


( To be Continued.) 
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Barclay on the Jews. Painter, Strand. 


We cannot pretend to follow the author through his specula- 
tions on ** The mystery of God’s dealings with the Jews.” He 
is a millenarian, and applies the signs of the times to bear out 
his deductions, that the “ reign of the Saints”’ is rapidly ap- 
proaching. Our Jewish readers will scarcely be able even to 
comprehend him, for not only are his illustrations drawn from 
sources which they do not recognize, but they are applied after 
so mystical a manner, that perhaps few Christians unaccus- 
tomed to this style of writing, can do justice to them. At this 
day, when the attention of Christendom is fixed upon the Jews 
from all sides, and it is not so much a question of checking, as 
of directing, these extraneous influences, there is more consis- 
tency and more safety in those views which are compatible 
with our national integrity, than in those which contemplate 
the destruction of it. ‘Therefore do we notice this little book, 
and call the attention of our Millenarian Christian readers to its 
reasonings. It claims to prove from the Christian scriptures, 
that the presence of the Messiah on earth will be needful to his 
recognition by Israel, as Israel ;—that it is a religious duty of 
Christians to love and cherish the Jews for their own sakes, 
and without exacting as a condition any consent to dogmas 
which they are unable to recognize ;—and that it is not only 
safe but proper to remove their civil disqualifications, and urge 
them to seek the emancipation of their dispersed brethren, now 
groaning under the nay of despotism and fanaticism in various 
joy of the world. We do not pretend to have read the book, still 

ess to review it, and it is only so far as its views are compatible 

with the foregoing objects that we comply with the somewhat 
urgent appeal of its author, and commend it to the attention of 
our Christian readers. 


The Title of Apostates,”’ as applied to those who come 
out of Judaism,’”’ has been urgently repudiated on their behalf. 


A Christian friend of Israel, a sincere and pious man, whose. 


erudition, and whose religious consistency claim the respect of 
those who differ from him as to the Messiahship, writes us in 
justification of our use of the title :— 

‘“‘'The same charge was made against Paul:—* dnd they are 
informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are 
among the Gentiles AposTAcy FROM Moses, (a7ocactavy arw 
Mwoews) saying, that they ought not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs. Acts xxi. 2]. This charge 
Paul refuted, by openly taking the vow of a Nazarite.”’ 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


* Prophecy of Shemaiah.’’—The advertisement thus entitled, and which 
the writer complains has been twice refused at this office, has been re- 
fused a third time, by our orders, and for obvious reasons: notwithstand- 
ing the denunciations which he has in consequence addressed to us edi- 
torially. 


Received for Review— Myers’ “ Questions and Answers on the Bible ;” 
and the first number of ‘“‘ The True Watchman of Zion; an Organ for the 
Protection of the Interests of Orthodox Judaism.’”’ Edited by Dr. Enoch, 
of Altona. 

Maita.—Our correspondent’s inclosures from Tunis are received, and 
— have as early a publication as the demands upon our space will 
admit, 

Mogador Fund—Received at the Office of The Voice of Jacob; Per 
Charlotte Elizabeth :—Harriet Caroline, 10s.; A Reader of the Christian 
Laat Magazine, 20s.; J. Hill, Esq., Liskeard, 17. 4s. 6d.; Mrs. A., 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 19th of July 14th of Tammuz Portion for the Week p>2 


Tues. 22 17 Fast of Wy Ayaw 
Sabb. 26 “ 21 ” Portion for the Week DMS5 


ae TRAVELLERS and others of the Jewish persuasion 
visiting the Western part of the metropolis.—Considerable inconvenience 
has been hitherto experienced by ladies and gentlemen ‘of the Jewish persua- 
sion, visiting the western part of the metropolis, in consequence of being unable 
to procure suitable accommodation in Board and Lodging, in strict accordance with 
their religious principles. To obviate this inconvenience, the Misses Alexander 
of No. 3, Hemmings Row, have taken commodious premises, situate at No. 10 and 
11, the corner of Bedford Street, and Chandos Street, looking into the Strand, 
where every accommodation can be had, uniting comfort with economy.—Applica- 
tion by post, for Board or Lodgings, will meet with immediate attention. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


fPHE REV. CHIEF RABBI, having now 


public, I. M. Johnson has the satisfaction of stating, he eared In 
recently published by him, is acknowledged to be a most correct liken Portrait 
on India, Ss. each.—May be had of the Artist, at his residence 19 Cast Proofs 
Holborn; Messrs. Brain and Payne, Foreign Booksellers, Paternoster he 
Grundy, Liverpool; Mr. Everitt, Birmingham; Mr. Grundy, ) Ow; Mr, 


lanchester.- 
De Cordova, Kingston, Jamaica; and also of the Printsellers in oe? Mr. R.J. 


Just Published, price 6d.; on India paper ls; a quarto royal 


prOStRars of the REV. N. M. ADLER, Chief Rab}; of 


the United Congregations of the Jews of the British Empire. This Lik 
is acknowledged the most correct ever taken.—May be had of I. Valentine a 
and Publisher, Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditch ; |, Hartwig, Pr; Nter 
3, St. Mary Axe, and of the principal Booksellers; also of Mr. Levy, the Seteten” 
of this paper. wor 


EWS’ anp GENERAL LITERARY anp SCIENTIFIC 

@ INSTITUTION, SUSSEX HALL. Notice is hereby given, that the Half 
Yearly General Meeting of the Members and Subscribers of this Institution oft 
be held in the Theatre of Sussex Hall, on Wednesday Evening the 30th July din 
The Chair will be taken at Seven for Eight o’Clock precisely. 

By Order of Committee, 

July 9th, 1845. Morris 8. Orrenneim, Honorary Secretary, 


Q@USSEX MEMORIAL.—At a Public Meeting of the Sub. 


scribers to the Sussex Memorial, held on Monday, the 14th day of July inst, 

at Willis’s Rooms, King-street, St. James’s, for the purpose of determining on the 

appropriation of the subscriptions in aid of the memorial to the memory of His late 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex. 

Lord Viscount EBRINGTON, M. P., in the chair, | 

The Report of the Committee, recommending that a full-length marble statue of 
His late Royal Highness should be erected (subject to the consent to be obtained of 
the Royal Commission of the Fine Arts) in some part of the buildings connecte, 
with the new Houses of Parliament, at a cost not exceeding £2000, was read. 

A resolution, adopting the Report of the Committee, having been moved and 
seconded. 

It was moved as an amendment, by W. Pritchard, Esq., and seconded by Lionel 

Dietriechsen, Esq. ; 

That, in the opinion of this Meeting, the memorial which ought to be erected to 
the memory of His late Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, is deducible with cer. 
tainty and precision from his character. It is not a mausoleum, however stately, or 
a statue however valuable as a work of art—for neither would confer any practica! 
benefit upon mankind; but it is the foundation or enlargement of some iustitution, 
which, whilst it linked his benevolence with futurity, and impressed the image of his 
virtues on succeeding generations, would be daily productive of the greatest possible 
amount of good to our fellow-creatures. That the Royal Free Hospital for the 
Destitute Sick and Diseased is such an institution, and, therefore, that the amount of 
the Sussex Memorial Fund be appropriated to the building another wing to that 
most excellent charity, to be called *‘ The Sussex Wing,”’ to contain not less than 
100 beds, with the addition of a marble statue, to be erected at a cost not exceeding 
1,000 guineas, and a suitable inscription; that such a building would constitute a 
peculiarly appropriate memorial of His late Royal Highness’s character, render his 
virtues a source of benefit to mankind, and invest his memory with a moral gran- 
deur, compared to which the highest works of art sink into insignificance. 

The amendment having been carried, the following resolutions were passed :— 

Moved by the Rev. Dr. Wolff, and seconded by the Rev. Dr. Worthington; 

2. That the Sussex wing and statue be erected under the superintendance and 
direction of the General Committee of the Sussex Memorial Fund, and of the fol- 
lowing Governors of the Free Hospital, the Trustees of the Hospital having 
guaranteed the sum of £1,303 9s. 3d. Three per Cent. Reduced Bank Annuities, 
belonging to that institution, shall be reserved and set apart for the erection of the 
wing and statue :— 

Lord Robert Grosvenor 
Lord Ashley 

Lord Ebrington | 
The Hon. Arthur Kinnaird 
Moved by John Thomas Norris, Esq., seconded by Captain Elderton ; 

3. That individual subscriptions be no longer limited to the sum of £20. 
Moved by John Thomas Norris, Esq., seconded by William Marsden, Esq., M. D.;. 

4. That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be given to the Rev. Dr. Bowles, Hon- 
orary Secretary to the Sussex Memorial Fund, and Chaplain to His late Royal High- 
ness, for his valuable and efficient services in that capacity, as well as for his eloquent 
letter to the subscribers, upon which the preceding resolutions have been mainly 
founded. 

Moved by W. D. Watson, Esq., seconded by John Green, Esq. ; 

5. That the cordial thanks of this Meeting be also given to Henry — 
Westmacott, Esq., Honorary Secretary to the Sub-Committee of the Sussex * = 
rial Fund, for his punctual attention at all times to the business of that ~ a 
and his great and able exertions in giving effect to the object of their deliberatio 

EBRINGTON, 

Lord Ebrington having left the chair, and the Rev. Dr. Bowles having been © 
thereto, : 

It was moved by W. Pritchard, Esq., seconded by the Rev. Dr. epee i 

6. That Viscount Ebrington be requested to accept the grateful gate Dn + his 
Meeting for his urbane and impartial conduct in the chair this day, 2° for the 
Lordship be requested to permit his name to be added to the Committee 
erection of the Sussex wing and statue. (Carried unanimously. ) 

_ J. BOWLES, D. D. Hon. 
H. 8. WESTMACOTT, * Secs. 


AN'TED, by a Hebrew Congregation In Austrats, be 
Young Man to officiate as and He mis 

eapable of delivering religious lectures occasionally. Apply by Letter '0® 
Office of the ‘* Voice of Jacob.”’ 


Printed by Epwarp Varty, 27, Camomile Street, in the P ace by 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and e sh os ef 
Benjamin STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St.¥@ | 
St, Paul, in the City of London, 


F. P. Walesby, Esq. 
W. Marsden, Esq., M. D. 
W. Pritchard, Esq. 


Fripay, Jury, 18, 1845. 
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